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Jan Francisco, $2.00 in San Bernadino, California, and $4.58 in Los *eles County's South-Bay Harbor program (Harris 1979, p. 40). These conversion equivalents imply that community service sentences are sly to be used principally with petty offenders, because completion of a tence for a more serious offense could take years. For example, in the ano County, California, Volunteer Work program during 1976 and 7, approximately 80 percent of the 379 offenders referred to the pro-m were sentenced to less than 240 hours of service. For those offenders Dieted of felonies, however, the mean sentence was 585 hours and the de was 800 hours. An 800-hour sentence would require 5 months of hour weeks to complete, or nearly 2 years of working 8 hours every urday. The longest sentence, 2,920 hours, would require putting in 8 irs a day every day for a year, or every Saturday for nearly 7 years. Such jntence may be "just" in terms of the seriousness of the offense, but it ikely to have negative impacts on the offender's job and family life, to 5 its connection with the offense when continued over such a long iod of time, and to lead to problems with monitoring and compliance. Fhe organizations and agencies participating in community service pro-mis usually are limited to private nonprofit or tax-supported agencies, hiding hospitals and rest homes, health clinics, schools, child care cen-s, recreation centers, libraries, social service agencies, and consumer Section organizations. Most programs exclude organizations that *age in political action; others exclude religious or fraternal organiza-ns. Work tasks include maintenance and clerical activities, work as a spital or recreation aide, tutoring or serving as a driver. Finding agen-s willing to serve as a worksite for offenders has not proven to be a ma-problem (Harris 1979).
Community service placements tend to be based on one of three ratio-les: assignment based on the crime (e.g., in one program a man con-ted of attempted arson was assigned to work in the burn unit of a hospi-emergency room), assignment to fit the offender's profession or skills order to maximize the benefit to the community, and placement based convenience. The British initially sought to carefully match offenders' 11s and work assignments. They have switched to giving greater con-eration to such practical factors as proximity of the service work sites to -, offender's home, work, and transportation. Whether such an assign-;nt pattern fosters the offender's perception of the connectedness of his itence with the crime and thereby is as effective is unclear.
e Impact of Restitution on the Criminal Justice System
bile some view restitution as an alternative sentence that may limit the >pe and severity of court-imposed sanctions, restitution programmingion rate. Further analysis, controllingtimization Rates and Neighborhood Characteristics: Some Preliminary Findings. Paper presented at the meeting of the American Society of Criminology, Dallas, Tex., 1978.e Wolfgang et at. (1972) report. Cannot be retrieved from their published material.
